Socio-Legal Studies Association

Executive Committee

Minutes 11 May 2005
 Attendance:  
Anne Barlow; Anthony Bradney; Nicole Busby; Fiona Cownie; Alison Dunn; Anne-Maree Farrell; John Flood; Lisa Glennon; Grace James; Morag McDermont; Daniel Monk; Richard Moorhead; Bronwen Morgan; Marie Selwood; Julian Webb; Sally Wheeler (Chair).  
1. Apologies
1.1 Apologies were received from: Robert Dingwall; Paddy Hillyard; Caroline Hunter; Nick Jackson; Bettina Lange; Tom Mullen; Helen Stalford and Lisa Webley.

1.2 It was reported that the Executive mailing list was still being updated following elections at the AGM, as a consequence a number of new members may have not proper received notification of this meeting. The Chair apologised to those members on behalf of the Committee.    

2. Minutes of last meeting
Minutes of the meeting held on 20 January 2005 (previously circulated) were approved. 
3. Matters Arising
There were no matters arising.

4. Chair’s Report
4.1 ICT survey: de Montfort University is undertaking a survey for the AHRB. This had not initially been brought to the SLSA’s attention. It is important law is represented in this. Members are asked to complete the survey and bring it to the attention of their departments. It was agreed the e-mail detailing the survey should be re-circulated to members

Action 4.1: Marie Selwood to re-circulate e-mail

4.2 ESRC: The SLSA contact person at the ESRC has left. The Association has been invited to identify persons with appropriate experience to assist ESRC with the recognition process for postgraduate provision in socio-legal studies. Members of the Committee are asked to contact Sally Wheeler with up to three names.

Action 4.2: Members to respond by 18 May

4.3 SLSA Constitutional Review: The Chair sought a volunteer to chair this Review, (agreed at the AGM on 31 March 2005; Minute 9) and to set up a Working Party. John Flood offered to take this on.
Action 4.3: John Flood to seek volunteers for Review
5. Vice Chair’s Report
None
6. Treasurer’s Report

A written report (attached) was tabled. The Treasurer also reported that until arrangements for the new signatories were completed by the bank, Mary Seneviratne, as former Treasurer, would continue to sign cheques.
7. Membership Secretary’s Report
7.1 A written report (attached) was tabled. It was confirmed that those still underpaying subscriptions by SO will receive personal reminders.
7.2 The database of non-members receiving the Directory and Newsletter needs cleaning-up and up-dating. 

7.3 The Committee agreed to authorise expenditure up to £500 to employ a person to create a new members/non-members database with greater functionality.    
8. Newsletter Editor’s (etc) Reports
8.1 Newsletter Editor’s, Website Editor’s and Directory Editor’s reports (attached) were all tabled.

Action 8.1 Nicole Busby to confirm whether Stirling wishes to advertise the 2006 Conference in SLN 46

8.2 Website research areas: it was reported that ‘research methods’ was now covered.

8.3 Bulletin Board: the low level of registration was noted and a discussion followed. The Committee agreed that for the time being Marie should continue to encourage members to register, but also see if it was possible to register members ‘automatically’. Some Members also reported they were not receiving notice of posts to the digest.

Action 8.3: Marie Selwood to follow-up    
9. Webmaster’s Report

A written report was tabled.
10. Directory
10.1 A decision needs to be made whether we continue to publish the Directory in hard copy or move to electronic format. The advantages of each were discussed. The Committee felt that the electronic option was worth exploring and agreed that a small working group should investigate the costs and look at the possibility of combining the Directory with the other databases.

Action 10.1: Sally Wheeler, Lisa Glennon & Marie Selwood to investigate and report to September meeting.
11. LSA Oxford Summer School
11.1 There have been 114 applicants for the Summer School and 12 faculty had been selected to lead the programme; six of these were from the UK and five were SLSA members. A basic statistical breakdown of applicants was given in the meeting. The Committee considered this information to be extremely useful and asked that a written note of the data be circulated.

Action 11.1: Bronwen Morgan to e-mail statistics on applicants/participants to Members

11.2 As agreed, four SLSA postgraduate members had been sponsored by the Association to a maximum of £500 per person. However it was reported that the  Summer School still faced a deficit, despite sponsorship from both Oxford and the LSA. The Committee was asked whether it would consider sponsoring the formal dinner, or three additional (European) places. The Committee felt that sponsoring the dinner would not be an appropriate use of SLSA resources, but agreed to advance a further £1500 to support the three additional places.
12. Co-Sponsorship of LSA Conference
12.1 Bronwen Morgan reported that a meting of the LSA programme committee was scheduled for late May. It was also proposed that the meeting would host a panel on trans-national challenges to socio-legal studies.

12.2 It was suggested that a small item publicising our co-sponsorship of the conference should appear in the next Newsletter. A website space for the conference also needs to be created.

Action 12.2: Bronwen Morgan to liaise with Marie Selwood.
13. AHRC
13.1 Tony Bradney reported that he had attended a meeting with the AHRC in respect of its inquiry into the AHRC’s relationship with law. This inquiry has been poorly advertised and SLSA had not initially been invited to participate. We are now to be given the opportunity to review the AHRC’s report before publication. It was noted that the overlap between the AHRC and ESRC remit for socio-legal studies seems to be increasing and that the Association needs to be pro-active in its relations with the AHRC.

13.2 It was agreed:
(a) that Tony Bradney should continue to act as the SLSA link person to AHRC, and 

(b) the AHRC should be added to the standing items on the Committee’s agenda   
14. Conference 2005, 2006
14.1 The Committee thanked the Liverpool organisers for a very successful and enjoyable conference. No-one from Liverpool was able to be present at this meeting, but a very useful analysis of attendance had been received from the organisers. No figures on the 2005 Conference budget had been received as yet. The Chair will ask for interim figures.
14.2 Nicole Busby reported that the main hotel accommodation for the Stirling 2006 Conference will be some 5-6 miles from the campus. The organising committee are looking at the costs of laying on transport, though regular public transport and taxis will be available. The organising committee were advised not to over-estimate the need to provide transport; a morning and early evening service could suffice. It was agreed that all events, except the conference dinner should take place on campus. The organisers were asked to make clear the nature of the buffet to be provided on the first evening – would it be a light buffet or something more substantial?
14.3 It was reported that some postgraduates had expressed concern at the cost of the 2005 conference. It was however pointed out that the Association had struggled to spend its bursary budget. The question was also raised as to the departmental conference support given to students, especially in the light of the high postgraduate fees. It was suggested that this matter should be raised with CHULS.

Action 14.3.1: Chair to raise this with Mike Gunn, the Chair of CHULS.

Action 14.3.2: Chair to ask Tom Mullen to act as SLSA observer at CHULS
15. Postgraduate Conference
15.1 Tony Bradney reported that he had looked at the costings for Sheffield in the second week of January 2006. Assuming 15 students and six academics attending, the overall costs would be in the region of £2000. The Committee agreed that we should proceed with this event, and budget for up to 20 students attending. We should seek a returnable deposit from students to secure numbers.

Action 15.1.1: CHULS to be approached to see if law schools will underwrite student deposits.

Action 15.1.2: Letters advertising the conference are to be sent to law school PG secretaries; the Chair is authorised to employ a person to construct a database and undertake the mailing. 
15.2 It was proposed that the postgraduate conference in 2007 would be hosted by Bristol. The Committee thanked Morag McDermont for her offer to host this event.

Action 15.2:
16. Inland Revenue
The discussion concerning the tax deductible status of SLSA subscriptions was continued from the AGM. The feasibility and problems associated with distinguishing between ‘regular’ members and those who joined via attendance at conference were discussed at length. It was agreed finally that no further action should be pursued to obtain tax deductible status until the constitutional review is near to completion.

17. Grants
17.1 It was agreed that the closing date for small grant applications would be 31 October 2005. This should be advertised in the forthcoming Newsletter.

Action 17.1: Marie Selwood to follow up
17.2    Tony Bradney agreed to co-ordinate the award process.  

18. Book Prize Co-Ordinator
18.1 Fiona Cownie agreed to act as co-ordinator. The following names were suggested as judges and are to be contacted: Davina Cooper; Dave Cowan; Lindsay Farmer and Peter Vincent-Jones.

18.2 To ensure earlier notification of prize-winners ahead of the Annual Conference, the closing date for prizes is to be bought forward to 28 November 2005. Decisions are to be made by 28 February 2006.  

19. London Conference
19.1 John Flood agreed to assess the viability of a London Conference for 2007/2008 and, if viable, bring costings to the next meeting.

Action 19.1: John Flood to report back in September
20. Links with Other Associations
20.1 ALSIS: there are no significant developments to report. Concern was expressed at the apparently limited amount of activity by ALSIS. 
Action 20.1: Sally Wheeler to contact Miriam David to discuss and report back to the Executive
21. One Day Conferences
21.1 Research Ethics Conference: Anne Barlow presented the final financial figures from this event to the Committee. It was suggested that in the future deposits should be requested from prospective attendees as this would provide a greater guarantee of both income and attendance. 
21.2 Members are invited to identify themes for future one day events. The possibility of hosting a series of regional events on RAE 2008 was raised  – this item is to be discussed further at the September meeting.

21.3 It was reported that the IALS had now agreed to allow SLSA to use its rooms for events at cost rather than at its normal commercial rates. The Executive agreed to record its appreciation to the Director of the Institute, Avrom Sherr for his support in this.
22. Any  Other Business
22.1 PG representative: it was reported that three postgraduates had indicated an interest in this role, two of whom had attended the annual conference. It was agreed that both should be invited to join the Committee.




Action 22.1: Chair to contact
22.2 Research Ethics Sub-Committee: It was noted that Julian Webb had taken over the chair of the sub-committee following the end of Andy Boon’s term on the executive. The sub-committee now requires two new members following the end of Mary Seneviratne’s term and John Flood’s decision to resign from the sub-committee. Offers to serve on the sub-committee were received from Anne Barlow and Grace James. These were gratefully accepted.
23. Dates of Future Meetings

Meeting dates for 2005-06 were agreed as follows:

22 September 2005

Bristol University
(Morag McDermont to confirm)

26 January 2006

IALS (tbc)

18 May 2006


IALS (tbc)

SLSA EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

11 MAY 2005

TABLED PAPERS

SOCIO-LEGAL STUDIES ASSOCIATION
TREASURER’S REPORT

12 May 2005

1. Handover from Mary under way . I have collected all the files but ‘change of signatories’ for writing cheques still to be formalised. As a result there may be a slight delay with payment of expenses . . apologies in advance but I hope this will only be a matter of weeks at the most.

2. A detailed report was presented at the SLSA conference by Mary showing the position up to 28 February 2005. Since then there has been very little change and as a result this report is a very basic summary only. I will present a full report at the next executive meeting in September with a full breakdown of figures.

3. Since 28 February income totals £620 and payments/expenses £3562 (of which £2361 are expenses/payments for work undertaken by Marie).

4. The September report should show a large income: most of the standing orders are due in June/July and the profit from Liverpool will, I hope, be settled by then.

SLSA Executive Committee Meeting – 12 May 2005
Report from Membership Secretary
1. On 10 May 2005, the current state of the membership database was as follows:

· 940 on mailing list

· 383 non-members (receive the Newsletter and Directory free)

· 557 members (only 12 of these remain unpaid for this year)

· 428 full members 

· 129 postgraduate members 

2. At the end of this month I will be sending out reminders to all those who pay by cheque to submit fees for next year. Standing Order payments will come through in July. There are now only a few people who are paying incorrect amounts by SO but a fresh reminder will be sent asking them to update. 

Lisa Glennon

Membership Secretary

Directory Editor’s Report to SLSA Executive Committee

Marie Selwood

12 May 2005
Directory 2006

A sponsor is needed for this issue now that LexisNexis have withdrawn support. The alternative of producing an electronic version was mentioned at the AGM and this needs to be discussed.

The directory form would usually be sent out with the summer issue so a decision is needed quite urgently about this. I also need to start emailing members to get them to update their entries and push it a bit on the bulletin board but I can’t really do this until I know what the format will be.

Newsletter Editor’s Report to SLSA Executive Committee

Marie Selwood

12 May 2005
General

This year I have adjusted the publication dates to fit in better with academic terms. In previous years the summer issue was published in August which always seemed odd to me so I have brought it forward to the beginning of July. This does mean that there is a long gap between the summer and winter issues.

The index to back issues should be on the website by the end of next week. I will then keep this up-to-date each time a new one is added.

Thank you to everyone who took boxes of back issues for distribution.

Number 45 (spring 2005)
This issue experienced no problems despite the earlier copy deadline in January. The printing quality was again of a high standard and the newsletter was distributed a few days ahead of time. 

Other points
· print run – 3600


800 for JLS


1200 for membership list


1100 for LSA


500 for SLSA conference page

· page 15 Liverpool conference
· page 16 Cavendish ad
· total editorial pages –14
Inserts

· Hart Publishing

· Taylor and Francis Journal of Social Welfare and Family Law 

· Society of Indexers

· Jordan Publishing

Number 46 (summer 2005)

I have received quite a lot of material from members, particularly for publications. I will also be running the reports from last year’s small grantholders which wouldn’t fit in the spring issue. The SLSA prizes also go in this issue. I need to know whether Stirling would like a page to advertise the conference as usual and can also make room for anything that arises from the meeting.

Inserts
· Bristol University

· SLSA Directory

Website Editor’s Report to SLSA Executive Committee

Marie Selwood

12 May 2005
General

I’ve done an extensive check of all links on the website and they are now up-to-date and working.

The website has been updated three times since the last meeting and once since the conference. I am hoping to update it again next week to add the newsletter index and cyberlaw links and amend the diary dates on the home page.

Research areas

As mentioned above, I now have some cyberlaw links to add and firm commitments for law and religion (Richard Whitecross and Sylvie Langlaude) and environmental law and property law (Julie Adshead and Paul Chynoweth). The following areas are still not covered:

Civil liberties and human rights 

Financial services regulation 

Health care law 

Law and literature 

Law and social theory 

Legal geography 

Legal history 

Research methods, methodology 
It might be better to just remove them from the list but some of them are very important areas.

Bulletin board

I took over the bulletin board from Lisa Webley in February. Nick Jackson produced a simple set of instructions for members to use to try and get more people to register as users and I sent them around the email list. This has resulted in a dramatic increase from about 10 to 176. However, that does still leave a lot of members on the email list unregistered. 

The problem we have is that at the moment people who are not registered as users don’t get a digest of new postings. Either, I can keep nagging people via email to register or I can go back to the previous system of sending a list of new postings myself as Lisa used to do.

For SLSA executive meeting 12 May 05

Webmaster’s report

General

1. Division of labour between Marie and Kent Law School continues to operate well.

Bulletin boards

2. The change from the mailing list to the bulletin boards as the principal mode of communication for relevant but non-SLSA announcements has been relatively trouble-free technically: an initial bug which caused the digesting service to send duplicate emails has been resolved; only a handful of people have reported problems over registration and I have been able to resolve these quickly.

3. As the web editor points out in her report, registrations for the bulletin boards are currently in the 170s – substantial, but well below the membership. People will be aware that registration is not required to read the bulletin boards, but is required to receive emails from the digesting service. I am strongly inclined to persevere with the bulletin boards at least for the moment: 

· they are less labour-intensive than the old “manual” emailing service (and there is scope further to improve them in this respect)

· the ability to customise offers to users what is potentially a much better service than manual emailing

· non-subscribers may be keeping up to date by visiting the boards without using the digesting service  (though I would not bank on this).

It does I think make sense to send further reminders to SLSA members to subscribe. Marie and I can also consider increasing the number of separate boards, which will widen the scope of registered users to select what they want to receive information about from the digesting service and what they do not. (I appreciate this will not mean much to any Exec member who has not registered!)

Executive mailing list

4. Managing the SLSA Exec mailing list is not inherently a part of the role of webmaster but I have volunteered to take it on. Apologies for the slow start – there was some initial confusion about who was handling what which lists when but, principally, mea culpa. The list is now in hand. My apologies to anyone who has not been receiving Exec mail. Anyone still not receiving Exec mail should contact me – n.s.r.jackson@kent.ac.uk

Nick Jackson


Socio-Legal Studies Association

Annual Conference 2005 - Liverpool

Analysis of Attendance

SLSA Membership




Status

SLSA members

150


Postgraduate


  53

Non-members


152


Full cost


231








Liverpool Law School

  18

Total attending

302


Total



302

Origin






Accommodation

UK university


251


4 Star Hotel


  61

Australia


    1

3 Star Hotel


122

China


 
    1

2 Star Hotel


  33

Finland


    1




France



    1

Total



216

Germany

 
    1




Hong Kong


    1

Italy



    1

Malaysia 


    1


Netherlands


    2

Republic of Ireland

    5

Singapore


    3

Spain



    1

USA



    3


DCA



    7

Law Commission
 6

Legal Services Research             3

Scottish Executive

    3

Publishers


   10

Total



 302

Package

Full Residential

180

Full non-residential

  46

One day only: non-residential
  14

Wednesday only – residential   27

Thursday only – residential        9

Other



  26

Total



302


SLSA ONE DAY CONFERENCE ON NEW ETHICAL CHALLENGES IN SOCIO-LEGAL RESEARCH – UNIVERSITY OF WESTMINSTER – 9 SEPTEMBER 2004

FINAL ACCOUNTS AS AT 19/04/05

INCOME

DELEGATES FEES

Non-Member Delegates 7 @ £75



£525

Member Delegates 9 @ £60




£540

Non-Member Postgrad Delegates 1@ £10


£10

TOTAL








£1075.00

EXPENSES

FEE TO ROSEMARY JAY AS AGREED


£500

ADMIN FEE TO BRISTOL




£250

TRAVEL EXPENSES OF OTHER SPEAKERS

R. Dingwall


 £63 
B. Williams
 

£96.50 
A. Barlow


£41.20 
G. Davis


£106.50 


£307.20

CATERING  (invoice received from Westminster)

£390.00

PROVISIONAL TOTAL EXPENSES




£1447.20

PROVISIONAL LOSS






  £372.20

NOTES

ORGANIZER AND SPEAKERS DID NOT PAY CONFERENCE FEE

5 DELGATES RESERVED A PLACE BUT DIDN’T COME AND DIDN’T PAY OF THESE 2 WERE FREE DELEGATES

