Socio-Legal Studies Association

Executive Committee

Minutes 18 May 2006
 Attendance:  

Rosemary Auchmuty; Anthony Bradney; Nicole Busby; Helen Carr; Dave Cowan; Fiona Cownie; Alison Dunn; John Flood; Lisa Glennon; Simon Halliday; Caroline Hunter; Nick Jackson; Bettina Lange; Morag McDermont; Daniel Monk; Bronwen Morgan; Marie Selwood; Maki Tanaka; Julian Webb; Sally Wheeler (Chair).  

1. Apologies

Apologies were received from: Anne Barlow; Fiona Beveridge; Anne-Maree Farrell; Dermot Feenan; Robert Dingwall; Grace James; Richard Moorhead.

2. Minutes of last meeting

2.1 The minutes should be amended to show that Alison Dunn attended the last meeting.
3. Matters arising

3.1 It was agreed that the item on the remuneration sub-committee should be carried forward to a future meeting.
4. Chair’s Report

4.1 The Chair reported that Judith Sidaway, research manager at the DCA had retired. It was agreed that her replacement [SW to confirm name for final version of minutes] should be invited to a future meeting – to be confirmed.

5. Vice-Chair’s Report

5.1 The Vice-Chair reported on the recent Forum event held between CHULS, SLS, SLS and other legal academic interest groups. There were three relevant items to report to the Executive.
5.2 Lexis-Nexis had proposed a new price structure that would increase the cost of Lexis-Nexis to universities. The Forum had agreed that it would be best to negotiate collectively. A meeting with representatives of Lexis-Nexis has been arranged on 26 May, which the Vice-Chair will attend on behalf of the Association.

5.3 The Law Benchmark Statement is to be reviewed. Discussion at the Forum had led to a view that it should not be radically amended.

5.4 Hosting of the Forum circulates between the main subject associations. It was therefore agreed that the next Forum event, to be held in February 2007, should be hosted by the SLSA. As the meeting is held at the IALS, the cost to the Association is minimal, involving the provision of lunch only. 

6. Treasurer’s Report
6.1 A written report was tabled. The Committee noted its thanks to the Treasurer for his clarification of the apparent reduction in expenses between 2004/05 and 2005/06. As this matter was raised at the AGM, it will have to be reported back to the next AGM in 2007 
Action 6.1: Daniel Monk to report conclusions on Executive

        Committee expenses to next AGM.
7. Membership Secretary’s Report
7.1 A written report was tabled.

7.2 The three options for non-member conference delegates tabled in the paper were discussed. It was agreed that recent conference data should be analysed to see if there are regular non-member attendees, and the extent to which non-member attendance appears to be issue-specific. Deferring a decision will not impact design of the new database, therefore the decision on conference/membership issues should be discussed at the September meeting, when this information will be available.

Action 7.2: Lisa Glennon and Nicole Busby to contact Fiona
                   Beveridge and report to the next Executive
       meeting.

7.3 The Committee also discussed the question whether it would be desirable to create a specific role of Recruitment Officer. Alison Dunn agreed to take this on, create a role specification and report to the next meeting. The Committee noted its thanks to Alison for so doing.

Action 7.3: Alison Dunn to report to next meeting.

8. Newsletter Editor’s Report 
8.1 A written report was tabled. There were no questions.

9. Directory Editor’s Report

9.1 A written report on the Online Directory project was tabled on behalf of the Website/Directory sub-committee. 

9.2 The sub-committee were thanked for their continuing work on this project; it was agreed that it will make the Directory a far better resource. It was noted that a number of access and updating issues need to be resolved.

9.3 It was agreed that:

· the Directory should be available with open access

· It should be self-updatable

· The project should be timed to enable launch of the new directory at the 2007 Conference with a demonstration available on the SLSA ‘stall’.

9.4 It was agreed also that the Bulletin Board should be linked to the membership list in respect of the digesting service. It may not be simple to achieve this link-up initially, in which case manual updating may be necessary as an interim measure. 
10 2006 Conference
10.1 Nicola Busby reported that the accounts for the 2006 Conference were not yet finalized. A full report will be provided to the September meeting. An analysis of attendance at Stirling was tabled. This showed a very similar attendance pattern to the 2005 Conference in Liverpool. It was noted that there were still marginally more non-members than members attending. It was agreed that it would be helpful also to include the gender breakdown in the statistics. 

Action 9.1: Nicola Busby to table final report at the September

       meeting  

10.2 The Executive’s thanks to Nicola and the Stirling team for hosting a very successful conference are noted.

11 2007 Conference (3-5 April)
11.1 Helen Carr reported progress on setting-up the Kent conference. Rooms have been booked. Most seminar rooms have powerpoint facilities. Computer access will again be available. A Boulogne trip is planned for the Thursday, with packed lunches provided. Publishers have yet to be contacted. 

11.2 It was agreed that a moderated plenary should be organized to mark the retirements of Martin Partington and Phil Thomas. This should take place before the conference dinner. It will be necessary to move the AGM to lunchtime on 4 April.

11.3 Helen Carr also reported that the Kent organizers were intending to construct a more thematic approach, modifying the more conventional ‘subject streams’ approach. A discussion followed. It was agreed that an approach using a mix of keyword-based themes and panels should be tried. It was agreed that Stirling and LSA keyword lists should be compared to identify some potential overarching themes. 



Action 10.3.1: Bronwen Morgan to circulate LSA keywords –for

 discussion at the September meeting.



Action 10.3.2: Sally Wheeler to draft a piece on the proposal to

 re-structure the conference themes for the Newsletter.

12 2008 Conference
12.1 Sally Wheeler and Tony Bradney reported back on their visit to Manchester. The re-worked costings now produced a figure close to the last two years. The conference would rely on hotel accommodation, of which there is a good range in the vicinity of the university. Conference rooms would all be based at the university. There would be no transport problems.
12.2 No formal bid had been received from Lancaster. 

12.3 It was agreed that the Manchester bid for the 2008 Conference should be accepted. 

13 One day conferences

13.1 Fiona Cownie and Tony Bradney propose running a one day conference on the theme of textbooks, possibly at the IALS in November. This was agreed
13.2 As a general principle the Executive expressed its support for one day conferences. They are a useful profile-raising tool and a good way of responding to current issues. They should aim to break even, but were not required to be profitable. Members are encouraged to offer further ideas.
14 Small grants
14.1 Tony Bradney reported that as a general principle it had been agreed that small grants would not be made available to run seminars. However there was no formal statement to this effect in the rules. The small grants sub-committee had received three bids for seminar funding this year, and had decided to fund one of them. The question was raised therefore whether the rules should be amended to clarify the purposes of the small grant scheme.

14.2 It was agreed that the rules of the Small grant scheme should be amended to exclude funding for seminars.

Action 14.2: Tony Bradney to re-draft rules

14.3 It was also agreed that a new seminar competition should be instituted, with funding of up to £5000 pa available.

Action 14.3: Julian Webb and Tony Bradney to draft rules and report back to the Executive.

14.4 A discussion followed as regards the appropriateness of supporting PhD students through the small grants scheme. It was noted that PhD students were not formally excluded, and some had, in the past received funding, though this was likely to be exceptional in the context of an open competition. It was agreed that no formal changes to the rules would be made, but that we should investigate the possibility of also putting information on the website regarding potential sources of funding for PhD research.  

15 British-German Socio-Legal Workshop – student bursaries
15.1 A request for 10 bursaries of £100 was tabled by Bettina Lange in respect of an event to be held at Keele University in November 2006. The criteria for the award of a bursary would be that the student was delivering a paper and had no other source of funding. The German Socio-Legal Association was also making a financial contribution.

15.2 After discussion it was agreed that the Association would offer support to a maximum of £1500.

16 Hart Prize regulations

16.1 Fiona Cownie reported the results of a review of the existing regulations, an amended version of which were tabled. 
16.2 A discussion followed on the scope of Rule 5, which currently excludes jointly authored work from all prizes except the early career prize. It was agreed that Rule 5 should be amended to allow jointly authored work in respect of all the prize categories. It should also make clear that, to qualify for the early career prize, each contributing author must meet the criteria for early career academics in Rule 2.
Action 16.2: Fiona Cownie to amend Rule 5 and submit to the next 

          meeting 
16.3 All other amendments noted were approved. 

17 LSA Berlin 2007

17.1 Bronwen Morgan reported that the International Committee will have only one more meeting before dissolving into the larger Berlin Programme Committee.
17.2 The format of the Graduate Student workshop has been approved by the LSA Executive Committee. The SLSA Executive has been asked if it wishes to part fund this. It was agreed that the SLSA Executive should defer any decision on this until we have seen the details of what is proposed and are clearer on our financial position. 

17.3 LSA keyword proposals: members are asked to e-mail Bronwen with any suggested amendments by 1 June.

17.4 The funding of specific streams at LSA Berlin was also discussed. It was agreed that SLSA should focus its funding on supporting postgraduate students.

17.5 Mini-Plenary proposals: it was noted that two proposals had been mooted, one from an SLSA Executive working group and another from an individual member. The merits of each were discussed and it was agreed the Committee would endorse the working group proposal. Bronwen agreed to circulate a final draft before submission to the Berlin Committee. It was noted that acceptance of the SLSA proposal was not guaranteed, but the Executive considered it important that a proposal be submitted.
17.6 The LSA is setting up an interactive website for Berlin which, amongst other things, will enable users to search for attendees by country. The site will have a link to SLSA as one of the sponsoring associations.

17.7 Programme Committee is putting out a call for ‘auxilliaries’ to assist its activities. It was agreed that a copy of the call should be placed on the SLSA website. 

18 LSA and research networks
18.1 The LSA had asked whether SLSA would agree to circulate a letter from LSA to its members. The Committee felt that this would not be appropriate, but that the LSA should be offered space in the November Newsletter.

19 Postgraduate Conference 2007

19.1 Morag McDermont and Bronwen Morgan had raised the question whether the SLSA should sponsor some undergraduate involvement in the postgraduate conference as a form of capacity building for the SLSA.

19.2 It was agreed that this suggestion should be pursued and that
· undergraduates should be recruited competitively by open application
· their attendance should be limited to the first day of the conference

· sponsorship should not include the cost of accommodation

Action 19.3: Morag McDermont to produce costings for the next meeting.

20. Items 20-22 of the Agenda

20.1 It was agreed that these items should be held over to the September meeting.

21. Dates of future meetings

21.1 The Executive Committee meetings for 2006-07 were agreed as follows:

21st September 2006

23rd January 2007

17th May 2007

22. Any Other Business

None.
