
CALL FOR PAPERS 

PGR/ECR Conference 
 

Dirty Money: New Insights and Emergent Issues 

The focus on ‘dirty money’ is now firmly entrenched in policy and law enforcement responses to 

organised crime, terrorism and corruption. There are regular pronouncements about the threat posed 

by dirty money (such as the recent revelations about the Russian and Azerbaijan ‘Laundromats’ or the 

Paradise Papers); its infiltration into different sectors/markets (such as banking, antiquities, real 

estate); the role of professional enablers (such as lawyers and accountants) in money laundering or 

terrorist financing; and the importance of illicit finance in facilitating crime and terrorism (most 

recently in the context of ISIS). These threats have produced calls for reform of legislative or regulatory 

frameworks and/or greater law enforcement powers.  

There are already detailed rules – at the national and supranational level – governing anti-money 

laundering (AML), confiscation of assets, and counter terrorist financing (CTF). These rules continue 

to grow in volume and complexity, as recently evidenced in the implementation of the (EU) Fourth 

Money Laundering Directive and the (UK) Money Laundering Regulations 2017, as well as the (UK) 

Criminal Finances Act 2017.  

In order to further explore ‘dirty money’ the AHRC has funded a conference that will bring together 

emerging researchers in the fields of criminal assets, money laundering, terrorist financing, and their 

legislative, regulatory and policy responses, to offer fresh perspectives on areas including (but not 

limited to):  

• new or evolving approaches to asset confiscation or countering ML/TF; 

• new understandings of theoretical, conceptual or analytical gaps in relation to ‘dirty money’ 

and its control; 

• the role of ‘gatekeepers’ or ‘professional enablers’ in money laundering/terrorist financing; 

• infiltration and/or regulation of legitimate sectors and markets, including banking, antiquities, 

real estate, casinos and gambling 

• novel methods and vulnerabilities such as cryptocurrencies. 

We now invite PhD Researchers and Early Career Researchers (ECRs) to submit an abstract and title 

for a conference and planned edited collection. We are also keen to hear from established non-UK-

based researchers who have not published extensively. 

We welcome contributions from all disciplines, such as law, criminology, political sciences, economics, 

business, organisation studies, psychology, international relations, etc. We are open to different 

approaches, whether doctrinal analysis, theoretical insights, or empirical research. 

The conference will be held on May 17/18, 2018 in Queen Mary University of London. Thanks to 

funding from the AHRC, we can make a contribution towards travel costs for selected speakers.  

Papers will be published as an edited collection. If selected to present, a complete chapter (approx. 

9,000 words) will be required two months after the conference.  

 

Please send your abstract (approx. 250 words) and title by 12.00 on February 28th to: Dr Katie Benson, 

Lancaster University (k.benson1@lancaster.ac.uk). 


