


"Justice is not about punishment, it’s about healing.
Justice is not about crime, it’s about social

transformation." Angela Davis
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Justice has long served as a cornerstone of
both philosophical inquiry and legal practice.
Historically, it has been interwoven with the
evolution of legal systems that seek to
enforce order through punitive measures.
Yet, as classical theorists and modern critics
have observed, the mechanisms of
punishment often reveal a disjunction
between the law’s outward appearance and
the deeper, more abstract notion of justice. 

Thinkers such as Arendt have argued that
while law can be deconstructed and
critiqued, justice remains an ever-receding
horizon—an ideal that cannot be fully
captured by rigid legal norms. This tension
compels us to ask: How can justice be
realized when legal practices and legislative
frameworks, often imbued with coercive
power, fall short of encompassing the moral
imperatives they claim to uphold? 
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Central to this inquiry is the role of justice in legal
decision-making and the individuals who shape it—
judges, lawmakers, prosecutors, and legal scholars.
Their interpretations of justice influence how laws are
crafted, enforced, and challenged. Yet, these decisions
are shaped by institutional norms, political pressures,
and personal biases. The dominance of retributive
justice in legal systems has long favored punitive
responses, often at the expense of more nuanced and
restorative approaches. These frameworks, while aiming
for order and deterrence, frequently neglect the finer
nuances of individual standpoints, and the complex
interplay of responsibility and systemic harms within
legal structures.

Another key dimension involves the intersection of
justice with power, race, and gender within legal
structures. The state’s monopoly on legitimate force
underpins many legal practices, yet this authority often
obscures the inherent violence of judicial processes.  
From harsh sentencing laws to the structural coercion
embedded in policing and incarceration, power
dynamics determine who is granted access to justice
and who is excluded. Historically, marginalized
communities—especially along racial and gender lines—
have been disproportionately subjected to legal
scrutiny, punishment, and systemic exclusion. The
composition of legal decision-makers further influences
these outcomes: whose perspectives shape legal norms,
and whose experiences remain overlooked in judicial
reasoning?



Contemporary crises further complicate the legitimacy
of legal authority and the extent to which it contributes
to—or detracts from—a just society. For instance, the
ongoing migration crisis across Europe and beyond
forces us to confront the realities of displaced
populations seeking refuge from conflict, persecution,
and economic hardship. Similarly, the legacy of
genocide—whether reflecting on the historical scars or
more recent mass atrocities—continues to shape debates
over reparative justice, collective responsibility, and
reconciliation? Meanwhile, technological breakthroughs
that claim to offer innovative and efficient tools for
crime prediction, evidence gathering, monitoring
compliance with international human rights standards
risk reinforcing biases and eroding judicial discretion,
particularly in ways that disproportionately affect
already marginalized groups. 

In light of these multifaceted challenges, the conference
welcomes submissions that bridge legal and
philosophical perspectives that not only critique
existing paradigms but also envisions pathways toward a
more inclusive and transformative conception of justice. 
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We invite scholars to contribute to this conversation
and help illuminate how law can evolve into a dynamic
instrument of social transformation through
exploration of questions including, but not limited to: 

How can justice be reconciled with legal systems that
rely on punitive measures while acknowledging
ethical imperatives? 
In what ways do legal decision-makers shape justice,
and how might their biases be identified and
mitigated? 
How have race and gender historically influenced
legal norms, and what challenges remain in
addressing these disparities? 
In what ways can restorative and transitional justice
frameworks address the aftermath of genocide and
mass atrocities? 
How do power dynamics and structural violence
within legal institutions shape access to and the
realization of justice? 
What roles do collective responsibility and individual
agency play in forging a more equitable legal system? 
What mechanisms can ensure that algorithmic
decision-making in law remains transparent,
accountable, and free of bias? 
How can emerging technological breakthroughs
enhance judicial fairness without compromising
ethical standards? 
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This is an in-person two-day conference to be held
from 9th to 10th October 2025 at the University of

Amsterdam  (Netherlands. 

Please send an abstract of no more than 300 words
and a short bio by the 15th May 2025 to

SAFIconference2025@gmail.com. Speakers will have
30 minutes to present their paper, and we will allow
time for discussion. Pre-circulation of full papers is

encouraged but not required.

EXTENDED DEADLINE: JUNE 5TH 2025

WE WELCOME ABSTRACT SUBMISSIONS FROM SCHOLARS AT ANY
STAGE OF THEIR CAREER, REGARDLESS OF GENDER OR DISCIPLINARY

BACKGROUND. 
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To support the organization of the conference, we kindly
ask participants to contribute €100. However, we are
aware that not all early-career scholars can avail funding
for conference participation from their institutions. 

If you do not have access to funding, please reach out to
us and we will explore possibilities for a fee waiver. 

Funding permitting, we aim to offer small bursaries for
dependent care in order to enable participants with caring
responsibilities to attend. 

CONFERENCE
CONTRIBUTION
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Dr. Kritika Maheshwari is an Assistant
Professor at TU Delft (Netherlands),
working at the intersection of moral,

political, and legal philosophy. She was
previously a visiting research fellow at

Rutgers Institute for Law and
Philosophy. She is also the ambassador

for the Netherlands Chapter of SAFI.
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Dr Hadassa Noorda is an Associate
Professor at the University of

Amsterdam specialising in the
philosophy of (criminal) law. She holds
degrees in law and philosophy from the
University of Amsterdam and Columbia
University (PhD, MA, BA, LL.M., LL.B.).

Her work has been published in
leading journals, such as the Modern

Law Review, Criminal Law and
Philosophy, and the European Human

Rights Law Review.

CONTACT US

For questions, please contact the organisers, Hadassa Noorda
(University of Amsterdam) and Kritika Maheshwari (TU Delft) at

saficonference2025@gmail.com. 

https://philpeople.org/profiles/kritika-maheshwari
https://www.uva.nl/en/profile/n/o/h.a.noorda/h.a.noorda.html


ABOUT SAFI

This conference is organized on behalf of SAFI
Network. 

What is SAFI? 

Women and their work are underrepresented and
hardly visible in legal academia. There is insufficient

networking among them. SAFI (Societas Aperta
Feminarum in Iuris Theoria) is an interdisciplinary
support network for women in legal academia. The

purpose is to network internally, and to organize and
cooperate strategically. 

In this way, female scholars can have a platform to
present and amplify their work, and outstanding

research by women can become firmly established
in legal academia. 

Find out more about SAFI and previous conferences
on our website:

https://safi-network.org/conferences/amsterdam2025/
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SUPPORT

This conference is made
possible due to the kind

support of  Amsterdam Center
for Criminal Justice. 


