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yWhat should sexual consent look like tor adults with

Our sexualities are a part of what makes us human
[Vehmas, 2019].
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Historically, people with ID were seen as and were
discouraged from expressing their sexuality [Sandland, 2013].
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Under the SOA, when someone is lacking the capacity to consent
to sex due to a mental disorder, any sexual activity with that
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Henry Maudsley, a leading

In these prOViSionS, the VOlitiOnal component Of SeX iS British psychiatrist, promotes

the idea that ‘lunatics’ are by-

completely disregarded [Stanton-Ife, 2013]. prodiucts of evolution.

* as defined in s1 of the Mental Health Act 1983: ‘any disorder or disability of the mind.’
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The Eugenics Education Society is formed. Backed
by Winston Churchill, the movement favoured the
confinement, segregation and sterilisation of
‘feeble-minded’ people. This was based on the

1913

RE S EA RC H Q U E STI 0 N S The Mental Deficiency Act categorises

people with learning disability and
mental health issues as ‘idiots’,
‘imbeciles’ and ‘moral defectives’. The
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published the Setting the Boundaries
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. . . . . law leaves such people with too little reform the law on sexual offences against
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In sexual re/ations, a lot of The definition of consent under s74 of the
things are coded. It takes SOA provides that

some level of experience to
discern the difference between
an affectionate caress and an
erotic touch.

THEORETICAL FRAMEWORKS

Sexual autonomy as distinct from common notions of autonomy

A shift is observed from the notion of
consent to capacity.

Agency as a more useful notion than cognitive capacity
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consequences of kISS’ng? even though they were in a committed and exclusive
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Is this effective safeguarding or wrongful interference?

Scholarly perspectives & Feminist critique on Autonomy, Agency,

Emotions and Vulnerability in the context of sexual capacity and
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