DRAFT

SOCIO LEGAL STUDIES ASSOCIATION

	MINUTES OF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEEETING

17th January 2008, at Institute of Advanced Legal Studies, London

	

	Present
	Sally Wheeler (Chair); Morag McDermont (Sec); Tony Bradney; Daniel Monk; Amanda Perry-Kessaris; Jo Hunt; Mary Sevenratne; Fiona Cownie; Dermot Feenan; Marie Selwood; Alison Dunn; Dave Cowan; Robert Dingwall; Caroline Hunter; Nicole Busby; Anne-Marie Farrell; Hannah Quirk; Lisa Glennon; Anne Barlow; Keleigh Coldron; Martin Partington; Anne Maree ??J?(could not read the writing)


	

	
	
	ACTION

	1.
	Apologies for absence
	

	
	Fiona Beveridge; Helen Stalford; Bronwen Morgan; Nick Jackson; Helen Carr; Julian Webb; Rosemary Auchmuty


	

	2.
	Minutes of meeting 20th September 2007
	

	
	Agreed (with typos corrected)


	

	3.
	Matters Arising
	

	3.1
	Agreed Sally to be additional judge for article/book prize


	SW

	4.
	Empirical Socio-Legal Network
	

	
	Paper Attached (Appendix 1). 

Future action:

i) developing links with other learned societies;

ii) NJ + MS to work on logo design – agreed this would be funded by SLSA

iii) 2 more ‘champions’ needed – agreed that there should be a launch for the Network at Manchester conference – will advertise for someone, who would then be co-opted to Exec

iv) Exec to be circulated with copies of website for comment

v) flyers to be produced for Manchester Conference

Reportback from conference 18th Dec 2007:

100 people signed up (but not all attended). Brought together civil and criminal justice lawyers + researchers. Informal discussion about the MoJ preferred contractors’ list, but not discussed in open debate.


	MP

NJ/MS

	4A
	Liverpool ESRC Researcher Development Initiative
	

	
	Liverpool awarded funding for 26 mth programme: 6 workshops, each located in different partner institution. Aim of workshops is to encourage academics to carry out empirical research. Workshops will give access to experienced researchers, and will be aimed at PhD students, early career academics and mid-career ‘switchers’. Each workshop to be limited to 30 people – the intention is that most of the 30 will follow through all 6 workshops. The idea is to test a model for training of empirical researchers that could be used within universities.

Press release to be sent for inclusion in Newsletter.

Launch at Manchester conference; leaflet to be included in delegates pack.


	Liverpool

	5.
	Officers’ Reports
	

	5.1
	Treasurer

a) Report attached (Appendix 2). Add to income shown: £4,500 received since report drafted; $8,000 (approx) to be received from LSA Berlin

b) Increase in membership fees – as requested by last Exec, DM looked at this. Difficulties are that it is a huge administrative task to write to all members asking for standing orders to be changed, and SLSA might loose members in the process. DM suggested that we should at least wait until the membership database is working properly. Agreed that we do not need to suggest increase at this year’s AGM, but probably next year as will take another year before increase is achieved. PG fee of £10 working well, PG membership has increased.


	

	5.2
	Recruitment Officer
	

	
	Report attached (Appendix 3). The next drive will be to target non-members who have attended previous SLSA conferences, and non-members of Empirical Research Network mailing list.


	AD

	5.3
	Membership Secretary
	

	
	Report attached (Appendix 4). Database handed over by developer in September in very ‘raw’ state. Updating from 5 mths when database out of action now complete. Still problems in running queries/searches – NJ to be asked that this work be expedited. SW to speak to developer. If cannot be completed in next two weeks, outstanding work on database to be given to a commercial developer. 


	SW/NJ

	5.4
	Newsletter Editor’s report
	

	
	Report attached (Appendix 5). Sponsorship from law schools going OK, but there are problems in extracting the money!

Next newsletter: Judith Masson article re: MoJ approved contractors’ list – right of reply in following Newsletter to be given to Tina Goldman (MoJ). SW to read JM article.

Agreed: Newsletter template should include statement that views expressed in the Newsletter are personal to the authors and not necessarily the policy of the SLSA
	MS

	
	
	

	5.5
	Website Report
	

	
	Attached: Webmaster Report (Appendix 6A) and Website Editor’s Report (Appendix 6B). One-day conferences – agreed to add papers and/or podcasts to website.

Research areas to be updated


	MS

	5.
	Conferences 2008
	

	5.1
	Post Graduate conference Hull

40 PGs registered so far.


	

	5.2
	Annual Conference Manchester 

Report attached (Appendix 7). HQ reported on progress:

i) sponsorship being sought – to be used to reduce PG fees

ii) Research sessions being planned

iii) Follow up session to textbook conference planned by FC

iv) Preliminary programme will be out end Feb/beg March 

PG Bursaries: applications to be dealt with by Manchester. 10 bursaries each for full fees (no travel) as in previous years.


	CH/HQ



	6.1
	2009 Conference: De Montfort
	

	
	DMU rep to be invited to next Exec meeting


	SW/MM



	6.2
	2010 Conference: University of West of England
	

	
	SW/AB visited UWE – impressed with facilities and organisation. UWE submitted draft bid to SW/AB – been asked to increase day rate (to £150) and non-residential rate, and included £50 dinner cost in conference fee.

Sussex Uni expressed an interest – to be asked to submit bid for 2011.


	SW



	9.
	One Day Conferences
	

	
	Exec reaffirmed policy that there is no requirement that one day conferences should make a profit (though a profit always welcome). Conference proposals should be costed to break even.


	

	9.1
	Conference Report: What are Text Books For? 
	

	
	Report attached (Appendix 8)


	

	9.2
	Conference Report: Justice, Power and Law - In the pursuit of development
	

	
	Report attached (Appendix 9)


	

	9.3
	Conference Proposal: Socio-Legal Studies and the Humanities
	

	
	Paper attached (Appendix 10). Exec supported the proposal. Agreed Wed 5th November 2008, at IALS, would be ideal timing. DF to apply to British Academy for ‘Conference Support’ grant to pay for overseas speaker. It was agreed there should be only one keynote speaker (there was a discussion as to whether keynote need at all).


	DF

	10.
	Book + Article Prizes
	

	
	Report from Fiona Beveridge via Sally – bumper submission or articles and books this year due to RAE. Agreed to move date by which books must be published to be eligible for entry to end December.


	

	11.
	Membership of ALSISS
	

	
	SW to find out cost to rejoin – to be discussed at next meeting


	SW

	12.
	AOB
	

	12.1
	Under-representation of ethnic minorities in SLSA raised by Dermot – to be tabled a discussion for May meeting
	DF

	12.2
	Ethics Sub-Committee: agenda item on May meeting – paper from Sub Committee to be circulated in advance of meeting
	DC

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	Morag McDermont

19th February 2008
	

	
	
	


APPENDIX 1

Legal Empirical Research Network (LEaRN)

Report of the SLSA working party

For SLSA Executive Committee Meeting 17 Jan 2008

The Working party, established following the September 2007 meeting of the SLSA executive, has developed the following proposals. The Executive Committee is invited to approve them.

1. The proposed network should be supported by the SLSA and should be called the Legal Empirical Research Network (LEaRN).

2. LEaRN will support three principal activities:

· Connecting people (i.e. people already involved in empirical legal research)

· Bringing new people in – building capacity

· Creating a one-stop ‘opportunity’ shop

3. LEaRN will have its own website, hosted by SLSA, but with a distinct ‘logo’.

4. The website will contain a welcoming statement, emphasising the importance of empirical research to understanding of law and justice both in the UK and internationally. It is not limited to quantitative research or policy research.

5. The website will be the basis for:

· establishing effective communications between groups of empirical researchers that may, in the past, have worked in isolation from each other (notably criminal justice  researchers and civil justice researchers);

· establishing links between related learned societies;

· providing a researchers' blog on the website for empirical researchers to seek colleagues' advice and guidance;

· promoting stronger links between those working in academic research departments  and those working in private research companies/consultancies;

· advertising activities designed  to promote the capacity of researchers to undertake empirical research into law and the justice system;

· advertising empirical research  and funding opportunities.

6. LEaRN will assist in the provision of empirical research training modules (e.g. building on activity at the post-graduate conferences, and the sessions planned for the 2008 SLSA conference); assist in the development of empirical research training programmes (e.g. experienced researchers acting as consultants to those wanting to develop training courses); and identify and publicise empirical research training courses available in the UK and abroad.

7. LEaRN should support and where necessary actively promote relevant research conferences designed to advance empirical legal research. (An example is the conference, promoted jointly with the Ministry of Justice, held on 18 December 2007. A report from that conference will be available separately)

7. Martin Partington has secured a small grant from the Nuffield Foundation. This will be used to:

· enable Nick and Maire do/commission more work on the website design;

· enable Martin to build links with other learned societies;

· generally make sufficient progress for LEaRN to be formally launched at the 2008 Conference.

8. The Committee needs to identify one or two people (either current members or new co-optees) to champion this initiative and take it forward. 

Martin Partington

31 December 2007

APPENDIX 2

SLSA ANNUAL INCOME AND EXPENDITURE

18 September 2007 - 15 January 2008

Current Account

Income

Membership: Standing Orders
     608.00



   Cheques

  1,891.61



   CHAPS

       56.00
 2,555.61




   Less Refunds


    480.00
    2,075.61

Bursaries (2007 Conf)





    2,500.00

Hart Book Prize (2007 Conf)




       500.00

Newsletter Sponsorship





    1,000.00

Interest







         74.14
TOTAL








     

6,149.75

Expenditure

Newsletter: Production





  5,588.00

Website/Bulletin Board





  1,250.00

Executive Committee Expenses




  1,789.01

Banner/Stand






       13.01

‘Development’ Seminar at Birkbeck

 
 
     525.20

‘Textbook’ Seminar at IALS




     419.65

Misc. Postage and Printing




     110.10

Bank changes – cash flow/transfer costs


       13.30
TOTAL









         9,708.27

Net Balance








         -3,558.52

Add funds as at 17.9.07







        13,317.44
Closing Balance








         9,758.92



Co-Op Guaranteed Investment Bond

Interest to 15.1.2008




582.41

Add funds at 17.9.2007




25,790.14

Closing Balance








26,372.55

TOTAL SURPLUS







36,131.47
APPENDIX 3

Recruitment Report 

SLSA Exec January 2008

1 Recruitment Drive

A recruitment drive was launched in Autumn 2007 focused on postgraduate students (academic members were covered in the previous recruitment drive), with a plan to highlight the annual SLSA postgraduate conference in January.

As with the previous recruitment drive, this one was undertaken by email to save costs (e.g. printing or postage) to the SLSA and to target the specific interests of the recipients.  

The membership drive was targeted at non-SLSA postgraduate members in Law departments and in Sociolgy / Social Policy / political science / economics departments in UK Universities.  The emails sent out highlighted the work of the SLSA, the many benefits of membership, the forthcoming postgraduate conference and the annual conference.  It directed email recipients to the SLSA website.  The emails included an attached leaflet with a membership application form.

Where individual postgraduate students could be identified from University websites they were sent a direct email.  Unfortunately there was a lack of publically accessible information on postgraduate students and where this was the case a general email was sent to the postgraduate secretary in each department to be forwarded on to the postgraduate group. 

2. Flyers

I continue to be on the look out for other conferences we could send flyers to and if exec members know of any please could you let me know (Alison.Dunn@ncl.ac.uk)
3. Replacement officer

My term of office comes to an end this year, so a new recruitment officer will need to be appointed.

Alison

16 January 2008

APPENDIX 5

Newsletter Editor’s Report to SLSA Executive Committee

17 January 2008

Marie Selwood

Number 53 (Winter 2007)

This issue was published on time and contained many good articles including the news about the Legal Empirical Research Network and a large amount of material about Berlin. The printers did an excellent job and delivered to a high standard on time. This was also the first issue which was sponsored by law schools. The final list was: Liverpool, Birkbeck, Bristol, QUB, Westminster, UCL, Kent, Oxford, Keele, Reading, Warwick. All provided logos which were printed on page 2. So far there has been no feedback from any of them so presumably they are happy. The majority have yet to pay and second reminders have now been sent. I have also now checked with Anne Barlow and Exeter have confirmed their involvement. 

Other points

· print run – 2000
1200 for mailing list
800 for JLS

· page 15 Manchester conference

· page 16 Routledge ad

Inserts

· SLSA conference postcard

· Hart Publishing

Number 54 (Spring 2008)

This is well on the way and I already have a lot of good material including an article from Judith Masson about the MoJ research funding issues. I also had a couple of articles to carry over from the winter issue as the Berlin material took up a lot of space. The deadline for this is 28 January and publication is 3 March in good time for the conference. Any matters arising from the Exec meeting can easily be covered. 

As usual, I have contacted the LSA about including the spring issue in the conference packs at their Montreal meeting and am waiting to hear final numbers. Their early estimate is 1300 (about 400 more than usual). There will also be the cost of shipping to Montreal.

Regarding sponsorship, as mentioned above, Exeter have now confirmed their involvement but I have not had any approaches from anyone else since the publication of the winter newsletter. I have now included all the sponsors’ details on the newsletter webpage with an announcement on the home page so this may produce some additional interest.

Other points

· print run – 3700 approx
1200 for mailing list
800 for JLS
1300? for LSA
400? for Manchester

· page 15 Manchester conference

· page 16 Routledge-Cavendish advertisement

Inserts

· Hart Publishing

APPENDIX 6A

For SLSA excecutive meeting Jan 08

Webmaster’s report

1. No major issues with main web site / bulletin board as visible to users. Some behind-the-scenes tidying has takne place, in particular the removal of pages dedicated to the 2007 conference. 



2. Progress on the membership / directory database has remained frustratingly slow. This relates in part (but only in part) to genuine technical difficulties. In response to the problems which the Membership Secretary has had in getting responses from our developer to her requests we’ve 

(a) introduced a new logging system, 

(b) with which I am now monitoring and intervening in all issues personally.

(c) We have recruited a skilled Kent student for relevant data-processing tasks. 

This has speeded up progress but we are still well behind where we should be – particularly on chasing non-cheque-payers, which I had hoped to complete before the Executive meeting. 

I expect the current more-interventionist approach to sort out the membership database fairly rapidly but I cannot of course report a finished and fully-functioning system and any new Membership Secretary is going to have to involve her or himself with the completion of  development rather than inheriting the fully-functioning system which s/he should. 

I am reviewing who we use for our development work.



3. A small demonstration site has been put together to look at possibilities for the proposed LEaRN. The demonstration uses pages within the SLSA site but distinguished by use of a different (currently rough-draft) template. There are a number of ways in which we could develop from here and in particular I have had preliminary negotiations with the head of the Kent Web Team about implementation of blogging / discussion facilities which I understand are likely to be a central element of the LEaRN. He is interested in working with us to develop a ‘drupal’ application which probably a better long-term bet than adding this function to the current SLSA bulletin board, and might indeed be developed to include the whole LEaRN rather than just the blogging. It would not be helpful at this stage to run through the full range of possibilities but I am confident that we can provide a basic site + blogging / discussion facilities; in a basic form quickly and with a number of possibilities for further development.

Nick Jackson

APPENDIX 6B

Website Editor’s Report to SLSA Executive Committee

17 January 2008

Marie Selwood

The website is running well. I am liaising with Kent about a few technical glitches but these are minor. Recent changes to the website include:

· 
stripping out all 2007 conference information and creating new past-conference page in archive section which includes downloads of abstracts etc

· 
information about sponsorship and all the sponsors logos to the newsletter page of the website

· 
updating of seminar section with full reports and pictures

· 
new Berlin 2007 mega-meeting page with pictures

The site continues to improve as more material is added and it is much more lively now that there are many more pictures. 

Research area

This needs looking at as it hasn’t been updated for a year or so. All the links need checking and I would like to have another go at getting members more involved in developing its usefulness. 

Publications area

I would like to reopen this although when I have asked members for news on publications I have had very few contributions. I am not really sure where to go with this as if members aren’t interested in it, it might be a waste of time redoing it.

Bulletin board and email network

This is popular with members and continues to work well.

APPENDIX 7

2008 Conference Report – Hannah Quirk (17/01/08)

1. Acccommodation

all reserved

2. Entertainment
Kro and Town Hall booked. Probably Jazz Band for Conference Dinner

3. Sponsorship
Cambridge University Press – tea break


£250
Hart Publishing – t-shirts




£250
Journal of Law and Society – tea break + cake

£250
Law and Policy – postgraduate sponsorship


£1,000
Routledge/Taylor & Francis Group – badges 

£500
10 getting back to me

5 flyers / catalogues for packs




£400

4. Publicity
Postcards in SLSA newsletter and 2 conferences

Posters to all departments for Monday

Advertised on major websites

5. Bookings – 20 so far

6. Streams – Caroline Hunter
“12 submissions under the key words, but I am expecting a number of others (including my own) and I would hope-expect the number to reach 15-20.

We have 27 active streams – but at the moment I can’t say how many papers these are likely to provide each, but I would hope 9-12 on average.”

7. Research sessions – Angela Melville

“We are looking a session involving presentations from several of the major computer assisted qualitative analysis software producers (NVIVO and Atlas). NVIVO will be launching their latest package that week, NVIVO8, so it is also a chance to get a pre-view. This will be followed by a presentation from Gary Lynch-Wood et al on how they have gone about using CAQAS to assist with their research into corporate social responsibility and environmental regulation. Then we will finish with a roundtable discussion of the pros and cons of using CAQAS. I will present the side against the software, and one of Gary’s team can debate the other side, before we open the debate to the floor for discussion. 

The structure will look like:

Introduction to CAQAS and presentation by NVIVO

Presentation by ATLAS

Discussion and questions

Break

Using CAQAS to conduct socio-legal empirical research: Corporate social responsibility and environmental regulation

Roundtable discussion: Pros and cons of CAQAS”
Appendix 8

Conference Report  - One-Day Conference – What Are Textbooks for?

Institute of Advanced Legal Studies, London.

3rd October 2007

The sessions were as follows:

Session 1: What Are Textbooks For? (Tony Bradney)

Session 2: Different Kinds of Textbooks (Linda Mulcahy, Helen Carr)

Session 3: Should We Write textbooks? (Fiona Cownie, Kate Malleson, Sally Wheeler)

The conference was attended by 15 participants and 6 speakers. The vast majority of the participants were from legal publishers (Palgrave MacMillan, Pearson, OUP, Cambridge, and Taylor & Francis were all represented). Despite its small size, the conference was very successful, and participants asked for a similar session to be organised at the main SLSA conference in Manchester. A slot has been booked with Hannah Quirk.

Finances: The IALS were very co-operative about charging the minimum possible. In the end, they invoiced us for £420. Receipts so far amount to £550, leaving a £130 profit. However, at least another £150 should come in soon.

I would like to thank everyone who led sessions and made the conference possible. 

Fiona Cownie.

Appendix 9

Report on one day conference Justice Power and Law: In the pursuit of development
This one day SLSA conference was organised at short notice by Browen Morgan and Amanda Perry-Kessaris held at Birkbeck. It was a vibrant event attended by 21 delegates (students, faculty, non-academic) and 7 speakers (invited and selected from a call, in experienced and seasoned).

The first session focussed on the transnational institutional landscape, with papers on development, cultural self-determination and the World Trade Organization; Dispute resolution at African stock exchanges and international knowledge governance and investment agreements. The second session addressed struggles over natural resources with papers on land and power in Afghanistan; and the regulation of biodiversity. The third session  focussed on the tensions between private and public interests with papers on corporate social responsibility and fair trade.  The final session was used to summarise proceedings.

Morning tea, lunch and afternoon tea were provided. SLSA membership forms and information about the SLSA Seminar Competition were distributed and a number of people filled out the former on the spot. Sessions were recorded for possible release through podcast. The final cost to SLSA is likely to be about 300 pounds.

After the conference, all participants and unsuccessful applicants to speak at the conference were encouraged to attend the SLSA annual conference and invited to use the title of Justice Power and Law in the pursuit of development for panels.

Bronwen and I were very pleased with how things went and anticipate healthy interest in future events. Thanks to Sally for being supportive from the outset and for speaking, and to Marie for advertising and banner logistics.

Amanda Perry Kessaris
APPENDIX 10

Proposal for One-Day Conference Hosted by the Socio-Legal Studies Association

©Dermot Feenan 2008

Title
Socio-Legal Studies and the Humanities: A One-Day Conference
Academic Co-ordinator/s

Dermot Feenan

School of Law

University of Ulster

Rationale
In 2006 the Socio-Legal Studies Association adopted a new strap-line for the Association: ‘Where law meets the social sciences and humanities’. This conference will provide a forum for discussion and exchange of information specifically on the relationship between the humanities and socio-legal studies. The Association conceives of socio-legal studies as embracing ‘disciplines and subjects concerned with law as a social institution, with the social effects of law, legal processes, institutions and services and with the influence of social, political and economic factors in the law and legal institutions’ (Socio-Legal Studies Association, First Re-Statement of Research Ethics, para. 1.2.1). The aim of this conference is to address these elements of socio-legal studies with particular reference to the humanities. The field of humanities (including literature, history, cultural studies, and the arts), which use methods that are largely analytic, critical and speculative – rather than the mainly empirical approaches associated with the sciences – offers opportunities for productive engagement with socio-legal studies.  
Background

There has been a marked increase in the last quarter of a century in research, publication and professional association at the interface of law and the humanities, some that might be described in terms of ‘socio-legal humanities’. As a very rough guide to the increase in publication; the US-Based legal database Hein Online yielded 829 articles, comments and notes between 1982 through 2007 (4 December).
 Key humanities texts over this twenty-five year period, such as Butler’s Gender Trouble, have profoundly altered approaches not only within scholarship and research in law and humanities, but more broadly. Texts explicitly focusing on relations between law and humanities, such as White’s The Legal Imagination: Studies in the Nature of Legal Thought and Expression (1973) or Fish’s There is No Such Thing as Free Speech (1994), have also strongly shaped scholarship and teaching. The development in the field of law and humanities has in turn led to key national and international conferences and edited collections, such as, in the United Kingdom, Film and the Law (2001) edited by Greenfield, Osborn, and Robson; Law and Literature edited by Hanafin, Geary and Brooker; and Law and the Image: The Authority of Art and the Aesthetics of Law edited by Douzinas and Nead. Several English-language journals specifically address law and humanities, including: Yale Journal of Law and the Humanities; Law and Humanities, and; Law, Culture and Humanities.  A range of scholarly associations in the field have been created, including: Law & Humanities Institute, and Association for the Study of Law, Culture and the Humanities. Yet, as Douzinas and Nead observe; ‘literary jurisprudence has concentrated on the linguistic and literary aspects of the law…[following]…the Protestant tradition of sola scriptura and the excessive logonomocentrism of modernity.’
 The attempt to situate law and the humanities within its social context is an unfolding process. The chief proponents of this approach, such as Professor Melanie Williams, enrich an understanding of the socio-legal.
 Yet, there remains much work to be done specifically where the ‘socio-legal’ meets the humanities.

Programme

	Time
	Event

	9.30am-10.00am
	Coffee

	10.00am-11.15am
	Welcome, followed by Keynote Speaker: [Name] & Chair

	11.15am-11.30am
	Coffee

	11.30am-1.00pm
	Session 1: Stream/s (Up to 2 Parallel Streams: Each with 3 Speakers, 1 Discussant & Chair. Panelists and Discussant speak for up to 15 minutes each, leaving remaining time for general discussion.)

	1.00pm-2.00pm
	Lunch

	2.00pm-3.30pm
	Session 1: Stream/s (Up to 2 Parallel Streams: Each with 3 Speakers, 1 Discussant & Chair. Panelists and Discussant speak for up to 15 minutes each, leaving remaining time for general discussion.)

	3.30pm-4.00pm
	Plenary Discussion (Chaired)


19 Roles (Speakers/Panelists/Respondent/Discussants & Chairs). It is anticipated that some of these may chair other sessions.

If the conference features only one Keynote Speaker, the Call for Papers will seek to fill the remaining slots.

Keynote Speaker/s

[The following names are suggestions]

	Name
	Post
	Affiliation
	Details

	Melanie L. Williams
	Professor of Literary Jurisprudence 
	School of Law, Exeter University
	Author: Secrets and Laws – Collected Essays: True Tales of Law, Ethics and Literature UCL Press (2005); organiser of international colloquium on Rights, Ethics, Law and Literature (6-8 July 2007) hosted at the School of Law, Swansea University.

	Nicola Lacey
	Professor 
	LSE
	Author of A Life of HLA Hart: The Nightmare and the Noble Dream. OUP, 2004.

	Peter Goodrich
	Professor of Law and Director, Law and Humanities
	Benjamin N. Cardozo Law School, USA
	Managing Editor of Law and Literature, and on the Editorial Board of Law and Critique.

	Gary Raffield
	Associate Professor
	School of Law, University of Warwick, UK
	Joint General Editor of Law and Humanities

	Austin Sarat 
	William Nelson Cromwell Professor of Jurisprudence and Political Science
	Amherst College, USA
	Editor, Law, Culture and Humanities


Target Audience

(a) General
The conference will likely be of particular interest to socio-legal scholars working at the interface with humanities, but also for those scholars working in the humanities and in other areas of social science who are interested in the connections with law.

While the SLSA does not index research and teaching interests under a category of ‘law and humanities’, the last published Directory (2005) lists 75 names under the heading of ‘Law and Culture’, some of whom might be assumed to have interest in the area of the socio-legal and the humanities. Given the developments in scholarship, teaching and organisation outlined above, a sufficient number of other SLSA members and non-members are likely to wish to attend this conference. In any event, the proposal will be circulated to members of the Executive Committee for provisional assessment, and, if approved, a call for papers and registration will be issued with a deadline that allows no commitment to expenditure. If insufficient interest is shown by the deadline for calls and registration, the conference may be cancelled.

It is anticipated that 45 people could be expected to attend.

(b) Specific
· Alertanet – Latin American Network on Law & Society

· Dutch and Belgian Law & Society

· Canadian Law and Society Association

· International Institute for the Sociology of Law

· Law and Literature Association of Australia

· Law and Society Association

· Law and Society Association of Australia and New Zealand

· Research Committee for the Sociology of Law

· Socio-Legal Studies Association

· Society of Legal Scholars

· Association for the Study of Law, Culture and the Humanities

· Vereinigung fur Rechtssoziologie (German Association for the Sociology of Law)

Dates and Timetable

Table 1: Timetable

	Mths
	Task
	Date

	0
	Proposal to SLSA Executive Committee
	17 Jan 08



	1
	Issue Public Call for Papers, Allowing 3 mths response:

(a) Notice

· SLSA Membership: Bulletin Board & Newsletter

· SLS Membership: E-mail & Website

· ASLCH Membership

· ?Ad in ‘Law & Humanities’

(b) E-mail 150 Posters to UK Law Schools & Other Schools 


	1 Feb 08

	4
	Take 1 month to:

Select abstracts and successful submitters of abstracts (allow 3 mths for completion)

Book accommodation at venue

Aim to secure discounted accommodation for eve of event at 10%


	1 May 08

	8
	Papers submitted to Academic Co-ordinator & participants
	1 Sept 08



	9
	Conference
	1 Oct 08



	11
	Interested participants submit amended papers in journal/book style to Academic Co-ordinator and independent reviewer for selection for publication


	1 Dec 08

	14
	Academic Co-ordinator notifies participants of provisional selection and necessary amendments


	1 Feb 09

	16
	Participants submit final papers for journal/book


	1 Apr 09

	23
	Special issue/ book published


	1 Nov 09


Venue

London:

· Institute for Advanced Legal Studies, or

· Birkbeck College, London

Registration Fees

Cost (including lunch and refreshments):

· SLSA Members      

£50

· SLSA Students

£30

· Non-members

£75

Budget
Table 2: Budget

	Items/ Venues
	B’beck (£)
	Description
	IALS (£)
	Description

	Arrival Tea/
Coffee/Biscuits
	1.76
	 
	1.3
	 

	Morning Tea/
Coffee/Biscuits
	1.76
	 
	1.3
	 

	Lunch

 

 
	8.3
	Traditional' Working Lunch (Sandwiches, Fruit & Water)
	6.9
	Sandwiches
& Fruit

	
	 
	 
	0.23
	Glass of
mineral water (8/£1.85)

	
	0.29
	Glass of
fruit juice (8/£2.35)
	0.33
	Glass of
fruit juice (8/£2.60)

	Tea/
Coffee/biscuits
	1.38
	Tea &
Coffee
	1.3
	Tea/
Coffee & biscuits

	Total cost/person:
Food & Refreshments
	13.49
	 
	11.36
	 

	
	
	
	
	

	Room rates
(up to 60)
	310 
	Lecture Theatre
	300
	Council
Chamber*

	 
	130
	 
	140
	Conference
Room (for lunch & break out)

	Cost of Rooms
	440
	 
	440
	 

	Audio-Visual Requirements
	0
	Included
	60

20
	PowerPoint Projector & Laptop

Overhead Projector & Screen



	Cost/person:
Rooms (based on 45 people)
	9.78
	 
	11.56
	 

	Total costs/person
	23.27
	 
	22.92
	 


Table 4: Costs of Keynote Speaker: UK/ USA

	Keynote Speakers
	Cost/delegate

	UK @ 250
	5.56

	US/Canada @1190
	26.44


Table 5: Costs if UK-Based Keynote Speaker*

	Total Expenditure
	UK-Speaker
	Sub-Total
	Total Income

(Assume:

30 x SLSA @ £50 = £1500; 10 x Non-SLSA @ £75 = £750; 5 x SLSA Student @ 30 = £150
	Total Income

Birkbeck – £1102.85

IALS –       £1118.60



	Birkbeck: 1047.15

IALS:       1031.40


	250

250
	1297.15

1281.40
	2400

2400
	


* On the basis of the above-costs, it will not be profitable to incur costs of a US-based speaker. This should not preclude an application for supplementary funding.

Conference Support

If the SLSA Executive Committee approves this proposal at its January Meeting, an application may be made to the British Academy for ‘Conference Support’ to cover what it regards as ‘priority’ costs, namely ‘travel, accommodation and maintenance expenses of key speakers’. If such an application is submitted, this would be used to cover the costs of travel for two keynote speakers, one from the UK and one from the USA (UK: £40 travel; £160 1-night accommodation; £50 food and refreshments; and USA: £800 travel; £160x2-nights accommodation; £70 food and refreshments. Such costs would total approximately £2,630.

The application will need to be submitted by 15 April 2008, by which stage all abstracts will have been received, thus allowing assessment of the number and capacity of rooms and any audio-visual equipment required. The British Academy will announce the result of the application by end of June 2008.

Publication

The conference participants will be invited to submit their papers for publication in a special issue of a peer-reviewed journal or an edited book, commissioned and edited by the Academic Co-ordinator.
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� Socio-Legal Studies (£500); Journal of Law and Society (£1000); Blackwells (£1000)


� Reading and Liverpool Universities (A further £3,500 from other Universities is still to be received)


� LSA Berlin Conference proceeds expected shortly; plus various misc. newsletter inserts and royalties.


� Search: “law humanities”~2.


� Costas Douzinas and Lynda Nead, ‘Introduction’ in Douzinas and Nead (eds) (1999), Law and the Image: The Authority of Art and the Aesthetics of Law, University of Chicago Press, pp. 1-15, at p. 10.


� Melanie L. Williams (2005), Secrets and Laws: Collected Essays in Law, Lives and Literature, London, UCL Press.


� The database of leading legal journals in English, Hein Online, yielded 5 results to a search of articles, comments and notes on ‘socio-legal’ and ‘humanities’ (Search: “social-legal humanities”~10, 1982-2007, December 4). The online bibliographic database ‘ArticleFirst’ found only one article that explicitly uses the words ‘socio-legal’ and ‘humanities’, namely: Orit Kamar (2000), ‘Judgment by Film: Socio-Legal Functions of Rashomon’ Yale Journal of Law & the Humanities, 12(1): 39. 





