SLSA Executive Committee Meeting

UCL 16 January, 2003.

Present:

Phil Thomas (Cardiff), Dave Cowan (Bristol), Ryan Conlon (Lancaster), Nick Jackson (Kent), Mary Seneviratne (NTU), Anne Barlow (Aberystwyth), Helen Carr (Law Commission), Marie Selwood (Newsletter Editor) Stephen Whittle (MMU), Morag McDermont (UWE), Anne Griffiths (Edinburgh), Peter Fitzpatrick (Birkbeck), Alison Dunn (Newcastle), Hazel Genn (UCL), Lisa Glennon (QUB), Anthony Bradney (Leicester), Lois Bibbings (Bristol), Lisa Webley (Westminster), Mike Meehan (LJM), Sally Wheeler (Birkbeck), Paddy Hillyard (UU)

Apologises

John Flood, Richard Collier and Andy Boon

New Members

The chair welcomed Ryan Conlon, Morag McDermont, Alison Dunn and Phil Thomas to the Executive.

Minutes

These were not available. 

Matters Arising

Phil Thomas reported that on Monday JLS would consider a proposal to offer £2,000 to underwrite the student bursaries for the Nottingham Conference. He also reported that JLS would be covering the costs of the Plenary speaker: Professor Cohen.

Grants Report

Dave Cowan presented the report. There were 14 applications, 12 of which were eligible. Seven grants were awarded, most to scholars at the early career level. There was a slight overspend of £420, however. A number of problems were identified: the variable size of the font, inadequate costing of proposals and the inappropriateness of having two members of the Committee from the same institution.

Questionnaire report.

Dave Cowan reported on the results of a postal questionnaire on socio-legal research sent to Law Departments. The response rate had been 25%. An article will be written in the Newsletter on the responses. Broadly, the responses reflected a doctrinal mission in law schools, and there was some concern about the benefits of ESRC recognition. Discussion focused upon how the SLSA could respond to the question of funding for postgraduates and training needs for postgraduates and early career staff. 

Agreed:

1. Tony Bradney and Phil Thomas to coordinate a series of training courses;

2. Nick Jackson and Paddy Hillyard to prepare a short paper on the possibilities of a web based SLSA socio-legal research training module(s).

Meeting with ESRC

Sally Wheeler reported on her meeting with the ESRC. It centred on the issue of recognition. She had pushed hard for Socio-Legal studies to be considered separately from Criminology. She emphasised the catch 22 situation facing the subject: it was difficult to get through-put without recognition and recognition was based on through-put. She reported that the ESRC would be arranging a short conference on applying for recognition and would be coming to the Nottingham Conference.

Treasurer’s Report

Adopted.

Newsletter report.

Adopted.

Agreed:

1. Phil Thomas to prepare copy on student bursaries .

2. A membership insert is required. Lois  Bibbings to arrange the design and production of 5000 leaflets. Costs to be limited to £600.

3. Chair to negotiate with Marie a 2 year contract with a general review in 2004.

Membership Report

Adopted. Stephen Whittle drew attention to the fall off in postal applications and the loss of members following from a review of all standing orders.

Agreed:

1. Transfer existing database to Access. Costs to be limited to £200.

2. Marie Selwood to explore the positive advantages of membership and prepare a note.

3. Need for a targeted membership drive. Lois Bibbings and Stephen Whittle to identify people and institutions.

4. Inserts to be placed in JLS (1200) SPA Conference packs (700), SLSA conference packs ( 500), LSA conference packs (900).

5. Membership secretary post. Interested individuals to speak to Stephen Whittle.

Nottingham conference

Mary Seneviratne reported that currently there were only 28 registrations for the conference. Sponsorship to date was poor.

Agreed:

1. Phil Thomas to approach Blackwells for sponsorship.

2. Following a vote, agreed by a small majority that local law firms are approached for sponsors.

Glasgow Conference

Agreed:

1. Accept the offer from Glasgow;

2. Low cost hotels near to the conference venues should be used instead of the Wolfson Hall.

Conference on Human Genomics

Agreed:

1. To support the conference and cover any deficit up to a total of £700. Any surplus on the conference to come to SLSA.

2. £250 to be made available for postgraduates to attend.

3. Detailed accounts to be submitted to SLSA.

4. Dave Cowan to reply and handle details.

Website

Nick Jackson reported on the current problems, principally the site needs updating and there needs to be some procedure for doing this.

Agreed:

1. The secretary should be responsible for up-dating the material for the site;

2. Nick Jackson will redesign the site in Dream Weaver;

3. Reciprocal links will be made with SPA;

4. Sub-committee composed of Nick Jackson, Dave Cowan, Mary Seneviratne and Lisa Webley is established to decide policy for the web site. Dave Cowan to coordinate.

Prizes

Reported that Linda Mulcahy and Zenon Bankowski have agreed to be judges.

Responses to Law Society and Bar Council

Thanks to Lois Bibbings for preparing the detailed responses.

Date of next meeting

May 15, 2003.

