SOCIO-LEGAL STUDIES ASSOCIATION

MINUTES OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

23 SEPTEMBER 2004 AT QUB

NB: EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETINGS DATES: 20 January 2005, 12 May 2005 at UCL

1. Attendance and apologies for absence: Present—Anne-Maree Farerell, Richard Collier, Morag McDermont, Lois Bibbings, Dave Cowan, Mary Seneviratne, Anthony Bradney, Daniel Monk, Anne Barlow, Bronwen Morgan, Lisa Glennon, Paddy Hillyard, Richard Moorhead, Alison Dunn, Sally Wheeler, Tom Mullen, John Flood.

Apologies for Absence— Bettina Lange, Marie Selwood, Helen Carr, Julian Webb, Grace James, Nick Jackson, Mike Meehan, Helen Stalford/Warren Barr, Lisa Webley.

Dave Cowan attended as, during the Chair's sick leave, he acted as pro-Chair.

2. Minutes of last meeting: Have been approved and posted on the SLSA website at http://www.kent.ac.uk/slsa/contacts.htm.

3. Matters arising from minutes: None. 

4. Chair’s report: This report is covered elsewhere on the agenda as substantive items. Tony Bradney was asked to become Vice-Chair.
5. Vice-Chair’s report: This report is covered elsewhere on the agenda as substantive items.
6. Treasurer’s report: report  to be attached. We have £11,830 in the current account, which puts the SLSA in a healthy financial state. There is just over £40,000 on deposit.
Members were informed that we would need a new Treasurer for the next AGM when the current incumbent stands down.

7. Newsletter editor’s report: report attached below. The newsletter is going very well and continues to receive positive comments. The quality is high and the articles are lively and exciting.
8. Directory editor’s report: report attached below. The directory sponsorship with Lexis/Nexis is likely to end so the SLSA is asking Richard Hart if Hart Publishing would like to take over the sponsorship.
We will provide directories at one day conferences.

The deadline for directory entries is 15 October.

9. Membership secretary’s report: The SLSA has 490 members including 96 postgraduates. 86 members have not paid dues and will be removed from the database and directory. There are also 15 members who still pay only £15 and 15 members who still pay only £25. They will be reminded to update their payments.
The SLSA executive thanked Mary Seneviratne for her work as Membership Secretary (in addition to being Treasurer). Lisa Glennon has now taken over this role.

10. Recruitment secretary’s report: 2000 flyers were sent out. The matter of giving postgraduates their first year’s membership free was discussed.
11. Webmaster’s report: report attached below. The bulletin board on the SLSA website has received 6000 hits and it was decided it should be open to all.
Website editor’s report: report attached below. Revisions of the presentation of the website are being examined. Executive members were exhorted to continue to create further links’ pages on the website.

12. Conference 2005: Liverpool has rearranged the venues as requested by the executive. The pricing of the conference was discussed in which it was determined the pricing structure needs to be clarified. Furthermore, membership forms would be included with the programme. The executive would visit Liverpool shortly. Lois Bibbings would report back on Liverpool.
The issue of plenary sessions arose and it was recognised that they could not please all attendees, but nevertheless they attracted big audiences. Three names were put forward as potential speakers. The Journal of Law and Society would continue its support of the plenary sessions.
It was reported that the Glasgow 2004 SLSA conference made a provisional surplus of £20,017.98. Conference report and accounts attached below.
It was noted in the conference report that the majority of attendees were not members of the SLSA; there was a high postgraduate attendance of 52; and although the attendees were predominantly from the UK, there were significant numbers from other countries.
The executive agreed to use part of the surplus to fund the Glasgow law department attendance to the amount of £3180. It was decided as a general principle that members of the organising department would attend free of charge.

The executive also discussed but did not decide whether in future the proposed conference surplus should be raised from £10,000 to £12,500.

13. Conferences 2006, 2007 and 2008: For 2006 discussions will take place with Stirling, Edinburgh, UEA, and Swansea.
For 2007 Kent will host the conference.

For 2008 planning needed to start now. Reading and Sussex were suggested as possible venues.

14. PG Conference 2005: Because the scheduled dates, 7 & 8 January 2005, caused accommodation difficulties at Lancaster owing to the start of term, the conference timetable was revised. The speakers were confirmed. Student attendees would be asked to pay £20 with the remainder paid by the SLSA. The SLSA will subsidise to the amount of £5,000 in order for 40 students to attend.
15. Summer School 2005: Dates—29 July to 3 July 2005. The Law and Society Association will subsidise the school to the amount of $15,000. Applicants must be members of the SLSA to be supported by the SLSA. They can join at the time of application.
14. Link with British Society of Criminology: The BSC has requested formal links with the SLSA. Anne Barlow will write to the BSC stating our links with other societies are informal rather than formal, but that we would welcome a link. We will arrange cross-links to websites.
15. One Day Conferences: Ethics Conference: report attached below. 32 attendees. Rosemary Jay will revise paper on data protection to coordinate better with SLSA needs. It will be placed on the website. 
The problem of access to court records was raised. The SLSA may need to lobby the DCA. The SLSA should approach UUK, BSA, BSC, and SPA.

The conference report will be used to raise issues on the bulletin board.

The proposal for the biotech discourses conference needs to clarify topic and costings.
16. ESRC recognition for postgraduate training: Sally Wheeler and Dave Cowan had a successful visit to the ESRC where a number of issues were resolved. The key resolution was that socio-legal studies were quite distinct from criminology, whereas formerly they had been conflated. Sally Wheeler, Dave Cowan, and Paddy Hillyard will rewrite the criteria for socio-legal to distinguish it from criminology. There will be socio-legal representation on the selection committee.
The ESRC socio-legal link is Dawn Woodgate (Dawn.Woodgate@esrc.ac.uk) 
17. Article and book prizes: The proposed names for judges were: David Nelken, Niki Lacey, Mike Adler, Roy Strong, Anthony Ogus, Andrew Sanders, Davina Cooper, and Andy Boon.
18. Law and Society Association link: Proposal attached below: The LSA has proposed that the SLSA co-sponsor a socio-legal conference in July 2007. The executive agreed in principle by majority to the co-sponsorship. Sally Wheeler would write the LSA specifying the SLSA conditions for participation, which would be: a seat on the Program Committee, and the full cost of attendance at LSA in Las Vegas 2005 and Baltimore 2006 for one member of the executive.
19. Any other business: Dates for the next set of meetings: 20 January 2005, 12 May 2005.

Newsletter Editor’s Report to SLSA Executive Committee

Marie Selwood

23 September 2004
Firstly, I’m really sorry not to be able to attend the meeting. I’ve therefore included as much detail as possible in my reports and would also be grateful if exec members could keep the newsletter in mind during discussions. I will of course go through the minutes when I get them to follow up anything of interest but it would still be helpful if anyone with something for the newsletter would contact me direct as soon as possible after the meeting.

Number 43 (Summer 2004)

Content

This was greatly enhanced by two very strong articles by Richard Collier and Reece Walters. I also received numerous contributions from members and was able to produce good research and publications sections and give emphasis to SLSA events.

· total editorial pages 14

Printing and distribution

All went smoothly. I’m accepting the ink and paper that I’ve ended up with as we are now achieving consistency which is the most important thing.

Mailing

· print run 2000

1200 for mailing list

800 for distribution with JLS

I have approx 300 spare copies that I would like to distribute to members of the exec for circulation around their departments.

Inserts

· 1200 Hart Publishing

· 1200 UKCLE

Number 44 (winter 2004)

Deadlines

Copy from contributors –18 October

Files to Cavendish – 15 November

Publication – 6 December

Content

Nuffield Enquiry progress report – Sally Wheeler

Developments since SLSA conference plenary – Phil Scraton

DCA research commissioning - ?? Sally’s contact??

Beyond Sept 11 (follow-up to piece published Spring 2002) – Phil Scraton

Aspects of current socio-legal work (rationale, criticism and future challenges) – Michael Salter

SLSA conference stream information

SLSA events - PG summer school (Bronwen Morgan); PG conference (Bela Chatterjee), follow-up to UK Innocence Colloquium (Michael Naughton)
Regular features
SLSA news; People; Book and Article Prizes; Research (including 2 small grant reports); Publications; Events

Other points

· print run – 2000

800 for JLS

1200 for membership list

· pages 15 Liverpool conference

· page 16 Cavendish ad

· total editorial pages –14
Inserts so far

· Hart Publishing

· Blackwell (Law and Policy)
Directory Editor’s Report to SLSA Executive Committee

Marie Selwood

23 Sept 2004
Directory 2005

Deadlines

· Deadline for entries 15 October 2004

· Files to Butterworths 31 October 2003

· Delivery date 15 December 2004.

The Directory entry form was included in the summer issue of the newsletter and members were emailed in early September. I will send out one more email at the beginning of October. The new details are already on the website and I am hoping to be able to put important dates on the website home page in the near future and this would be one of them.

As usual I will be as flexible as I can about late entries.

Print run and distribution

I’m assuming that I should ask LexisNexis/Butterworths to send all copies to Andy Boon this time. Then he can distribute them to members prior to the conference and forward to Liverpool the number of copies they request for the conference. Last year’s print run was 1100 so I will ask for the same this year unless anyone thinks we need extra.

Updates received so far – 116 (last year’s total was 234). This is actually quite a good response rate so far with a few weeks to go.

Membership list
Mary and I agreed that the cut-off date for being included on the membership list was 17 Sept. Members who had not paid the correct subscription by then would not be included in the directory. I included this in my email at the beginning of September. It was also posted on the bulletin board by Lisa.

For SLSA executive meeting 23 Sept 04 

Webmaster’s report

General

1. The arrangement whereby Marie Selwood edits content on the SLSA site and Kent Law School hosts and takes responsibility for technical work continues to work well. The site is now regularly updated and some structural changes have been agreed for the near future. These will include responses to the various comments received from members o fthe Executive and other users of the site.  

Message boards

2. Message boards are in regular use by Lisa Webley for announcements. We intend to meet next week to discuss refinement and use of the digesting service.

3. I have contacted the 2004 conference organisers, who may be using the message boards for aspects of conference organisation.

Outage

4. I apologise on behalf of Kent University for the protracted loss of the university web site (and therefore of the SLSA site hosted upon it) since 19 September. Our computing service expect to restore the site 23 or 24 September. In my ‘day job’ I chair the university’s  web strategy committee and I shall be taking all possible steps to ensure there is no repetition. 

Nick Jackson

Website Editor’s Report to SLSA Executive Committee

Marie Selwood

12 September 2004
General

Work on the site has focused on keeping it up to date. We have also taken note of feedback we have had from SLSA members and exec members. This resulted in a meeting on 9 September attended by myself, Nick Jackson and Mark Dean. We discussed future development, in particular making the site more user friendly by shortening pages and providing more links. We also discussed changing the content of the home page quite considerably by using it as a focus for important announcements and to guide people to areas of the site that have been changed, updated, or had new information appended.

At the moment I’m awaiting the Sally, Dave and Mary’s approval to go ahead with these revisions.

Research areas

This section is the part that still needs some work. We really need help with the links for some subject areas. I’d be really grateful to anyone who can help or alternatively suggest other ways to go forward with this. 

Civil liberties and human rights 

Environmental law 

Financial services regulation 

Health care law 

Law and economics 

Law and literature 

Law and social theory 

Legal education/legal skills 

Legal geography 

Legal history 

Property, equity and trusts 

Religion and law 

Research methods, methodology 

Socio-Legal Studies Association

Annual Conference 2004

Analysis of Attendance

SLSA Membership




Status

SLSA members

147


Postgraduate

  52

Non-members


175


Full cost

250

Total attending

322


Total


322

Origin






Accommodation

UK university


256


4 Star Hotel

  70

European university

  16


3 Star Hotel

117

North American university
    7


2 Star Hotel

  35

Australian university

    6

Other university
 
    3


Total


222

Independent research centres
    6

Voluntary organisation
    3

Publishers


    3

Solicitors


    2

SLSA



    1

Public bodies


  19

Total



322

Package

Full Residential

187

Full non-residential

  71

Other



  64

Total



322

SLSA CONFERENCE 2004

PROVISIONAL ACCOUNTS
INCOME

Delegates Fees






 95376.84

Publishers (Exhibition Space/Fliers/Sponsorship)


   5375.53

TOTAL INCOME






100752.37

EXPENDITURE

Hotel Accommodation




 

 27559.81

Registration (GU conference service)


 

   8987.50

GU Printing







   2505.33

Bags, pens, pencils






   1763.04

Website







               1000.00

Posts








     200.00

Telephones







     200.00

Hire of conference rooms etc.





   7365.00

Hire of Bute Hall & Hunterian Museum (Conference dinner)
   1980.00

Janitor overtime






     297.50

Audio-visual equipment & staff




   2268.00

Signage







     140.00

Catering (lunches, teas & coffees, reception)


               8661.74

Conference Dinner





 
   7603.47

Conference dinner entertainment




     460.00

Staff Time (Academic & Admin.)





   9250.00

Student Helpers






     493.00

TOTAL EXPENDITURE





80734.39

PROVISIONAL SURPLUS





20017.98

NOTES

These are provisional accounts and may require adjustment.

22nd September 2004

Report for Executive Committee on SLSA ONE-DAY CONFERENCE on 

NEW ETHICAL CHALLENGES IN SOCIO-LEGAL RESEARCH

Thursday 9th September 2004, University of Westminster
This one day conference went well with 32 delegates registering in all. Delegates from the ESRC, Nuffield, DWP, Scottish Executive as well as academic institutions showed the concern being felt about these issues.

The speakers raised a number of issues around Data Protection and socio-legal research including the DCA’s concern that access to court records for academic research purposes will be far more difficult as of January 2005.  Their role as gatekeepers will become more stringent and access may not be possible, particularly in cases where the data is very sensitive.

The notice and informed consent requirements of the Act in respect of personal and sensitive data make covert research almost certainly unlawful in the view of Rosemary Jay and there was much discussion of whether this was the only possible view.  Consideration should be given to lobbying for academic researchers to be given similar exemption to journalists, but Ray Lee stressed that we must not forget that covert research has ethical implications and the balance between the respective interests of the parties have to be weighed.

The SLSA Ethical Statement was commented on by Rosemary Jay, her main comment being that we should advise socio-legal researchers that they should comply with the legal provisions under the Data Protection legislation.

The issue of Ethics Committees and Codes was hotly debated in terms of the panel members experiences and the SLSA should lobby for the distinctions between socio-legal research and more invasive say-medical research to be made clear in any procedures required by funders, although the helpfulness of both Codes and Committees was thrown into question by some panel members.

A financial statement will be given to the next executive.  The administrative costs and the agreement to pay one of the speakers a fee raised the expenditure on the conference, which should just about break even.

Anne Barlow

October 2004


September 15, 2004

Sally Wheeler and John Flood

Socio-Legal Studies Association

Dear Sally and John:

I am writing on behalf of the President and leadership of the Law and Society Association. As I explained when we met in London, LSA has launched an international initiative. We have two primary objectives: better access to LSA for scholars from other countries and expanded transnational collaboration. 

Our first goal is to ensure that LSA is open and accessible to anyone from around the world who wants to work with us. LSA now has over 300 members from outside the United States. Roughly that many people from other countries regularly attend our annual meetings. We seek to make it as easy as possible for such people to participate in the meetings and all other LSA activities and maintain our association as one venue for transnational communication. 

Our second goal is to increase cooperation with other socio-legal associations and institutes. LSA believes that the field of socio-legal studies is becoming increasingly transnational and there is a need to increase the number of venues where scholars from many countries can meet and interact. While hope to do our part in that effort, we believe that such an objective requires cooperation among scholars and institutions in many countries.

To help create more interaction, we seek to expand our 2007 annual meeting into a more transnational event by holding it in Europe, seeking co-sponsorship from other associations, initiating transnational activities a year before the actual meeting, and exploring prospects for continuing collaboration on a global level.

This plan builds on successful international meetings held in Amsterdam, Glasgow, and Budapest. To ensure more in-depth collaboration, we hope to launch joint efforts at the 2006 meeting so scholars will have a year to work together. We have moved our 2006 meeting date to July to try to make it easier for people from other countries to attend. The 2006 meeting will be held in Baltimore, MD on July 6-9; the 2007 meeting will take place in mid to late July 2007 in Europe, probably either in Berlin or Barcelona. 

The plan for the 2006-7 cycle has two basic elements. First, we would seek co-sponsorship from organizations and Institutes in other countries. Second, working with the co-sponsors, we would create a number of topical research “streams” that would meet in 2006 and 2007, thus ensuring more in-depth collaboration and exchange than could be done in a singe event. The research streams could be built around existing sections, working groups (WGs) and collaborative research networks (CRNs), or could be established ad hoc for 2006-7. They would meet first in Baltimore and develop programming for the 2007 event in Europe.

The Research Committee on the Sociology of Law of the International Sociological Association has already agreed to co-sponsor the 2007 event. We are now making contact with a number of national groups in various parts of the work. Our goal would be to secure participation of 4-5 major organizations. Working with our co-sponsors, we would seek to make these events open and attractive to scholars from all countries. 

We have decided to approach SLSA because it is one of the largest national associations, has an outstanding record, and has shown an interest in transnational issues and linkages.  We feel that your organization would make a valuable partner for the initiative we have launched and hope that you would join is as one of the co-sponsoring institutions. 

Detailed arrangements for co-sponsorship would have to be worked out once we have expressions of interest from the key organizations. Here is an outline of the basic elements of the concept we are exploring:

1) Co-sponsors would agree to designate the 2007 meeting as an official event and encourage and facilitate participation by their members. Co-sponsors will determine the nature of the support they give for the event, but it could include publicity, organization of special events and, where feasible, travel support for students and junior scholars.

2) Co-sponsors would contribute to the planning of the 2007 event and any activities designed to lead up to it.

3) A Joint Steering Committee (JSC) would be appointed to help coordinate the 2006-7 cycle. Each co-sponsor would designate a representative to serve on the joint steering committee from June 2005 through July 2007. The committee would serve as a liaison between the sponsoring associations and the relevant committees for those years. The JSC would hold its first meeting at the June 2005 Law and Society meeting in Las Vegas.

4) The JSC and the co-sponsors would assist the program committees for 2006 and 2007 and the LSA CRN Coordinator develop topical “streams”, including encouraging any standing topical groups (CRNs, WGs) to develop special programs for this cycle. 

5) The JSC could also serve as a forum to discuss long-term options for transnational collaboration in socio-legal studies, exploring options for continued collaboration and future events.

LSA will take the lead in selecting the 2007 site and developing a financial plan for 2006-7.  Co-sponsoring organization would be responsible for their own costs of participating, including travel costs for their JSC representatives. However, LSA could provide an initial grant of $500 to help with attendance at the first JSC meeting in Las Vegas if needed.

Direct financial contributions from co-sponsoring groups, while welcome, would not be required. Moreover, should the 2007 event generate a surplus after covering all costs (including LSA staff costs), we are prepared to share the surplus with co-sponsors using a formula based on the number of their members who attend the meeting, discounted in the case of joint membership. Finally, we are seeking outside funding to facilitate participation in the 2006-7 topical research streams especially for younger scholars and those from transition and developing countries. If this funding becomes available it may be of benefit to members of some co-sponsoring groups. 

We would be very pleased if the SLSA would be willing to join us as one of the co-sponsors. Please let me know if you are interested in pursuing this option, and your thoughts on the plan sketched above.

Sincerely,

David M. Trubek

Voss-Bascom Professor of Law

Chair, LSA International Committee

�  Includes Credit card commission of £1279.96 (@ 5%).


�  Covers processing registrations and arranging accommodation.


�  Estimate of time spent by computer manager.


�  Estimate of cost of time spent by conference organiser (£7350) and conference secretary (1900).





